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LEGISLATIVE BILL 443
Approved by the Governor May 22, 1975
Introduced by Urban Affairs Committee, Fowler, 27, Chnm

n.
Koch, 12; George, 16; Stoney, 4; Burrowvws, 30
Hasebroock, 18; Duis, 39; Swigart, 8

. e

AN ACT to amend section 14-1322.01, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 1974, and section 1, Legislative
Bill 875A, Eighty-third Lejislature, Second

Session, 1974, relating to transportation
services; to defina a term; to provide
provisions t» include all municipalities; to
provide for retroactive reimbursement; to

adopt the Nebraska Public Transportation Act
of 1975; to make an appropriation; to provide
an expiration date; to provide an operative
date; to rep=al the original sections, and
also sections 68-1107, 68-1108, and 68-1109,
Revised Statutes Supploment, 1974; and to
declare an emerjency.
Ba it enacted by the p2ople of thes State of Nebraska,

Section 1. As_used_in

Sec. 2 That section 14-1822.01, Revised
Statutes Supplement, 1974, be amended to read as follows:

14-3822:84s--At--sueh--+taes--as Whenever state
fands shall be available to__all__munici
transit_authorities to_cover_tha _diffarence

not-esst-in-exeess-sf-ten-cents during nonpeak operating
hours, which hours shall be Adesijnated by the 1local
transit authority or ettty nmunicipality, whichever has
jurisdiction.

Sec. 3. That section 1, Lagislative BRill 8754,
Eighty-third  Legjislature, Second Session, 1974, be
amended to read as follows:

Section 1. There is hereby appropriated one
million dollars from the stat2 Gen=ral TFund for the
pariod of July 1, 1974 to June 30, 1975 to the Department
of Roads, Agency No. 27 for Projram 305, Assistance to
Public__Transit__of _Municipalities Eeea} and Transit

Authorities, to aid in carrying out the provisions of
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Eegistative-Bi11-875;--FBighty-third--Eegisinture;--Second
Sessisn;-4974z section 2 of this_act. %Phe-locail-transit

Roads-the-anount-of-reduced-fare--and--subsidy;--and--the
Pepartment--of--Roads--shali--verify--such--determination
pefore-payment-is-mades The funds_appropriated__by__this
section_shall be_available for retroactive_ _reimbursement
in_full to _any municipality or_transit_authority for_ _any

Sac. 4. The_municipality or__transit__authority

shall certify monthly to_ _the _Department_ _of _Roads__the

amount 3f reduced_fare_and_subsidy, and_the Department of
payment _is

shall__be
known__and__may__be_ _cited as the Nebraska Public

Sec. 6. The_ _Legislature__finds__that: (N
Transportation__is__a__critical _need__of_ _the elderly,

handicapped,_and_others_without _access__to__the _private

automobile; (2) urban_traffic_congestion_and_the need_for

fiéi:asﬁgégigziBH—-EEQEEre greater__reliance__on__public
transportation; (3) public_transportation__in__the _rural
and_small _urban_areas_of the state is_lacking;_ (4) public

transportation__in__many__instances__is no longer a

alone; _(5)_ _public__subsidy__of _public_ _transportation,

whether _privately _or__publicly operated, is often

necessary_to_provide_needed_transportation_services:_ _(6)
the variety of federal, state,_and__local_ _activities_ _in

providing public transportation services reguirce

coordination_for_maximum_benefit from__public__resources;
{7) communities require technical assistance in

addressing _their_public_transportation_needs; and_(8) it

is_in_the_best_interests_of _the_p=2ople of _the _state _to

develop_projrams_providing for the_above_concerns.

Sec. 7. As_used_in sections 5__to__19__of _this

transportation shall mean the

by _motor__carrier_ _for__hire, _whether _over regular__or
irregular_routes, over_any public__road _in__this _state,

including__city _bus__systems, _intercity _bus systems,

special__public transportation systems to include

portal-to-portal escortad _service _for _the _elderly_ _or
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mand-responsive_systems, but_shall _not _include_ _motor
rriers_for_hire_when_engaged_in_the_ _transportation__of
hool _children_and__teachers__to__and__from__school _and
hool-related activitias, or_private_car_pools;

N 11O 1
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(2) _Department__shall_ _mean__the_ _Department__of
Roads;

(3) __Director__shall_ _m=san the Director-State
Engineer of the Department of Roads;

(4) Elderly_shall mean_any_person_sixty-two_years
of age or_older_ who is_drawing_social_security_and__every
parson_aged_sixty-five_years_of_age_and_older;

{5) Handicapped_shall mean_any_individual who, by

reason_of illness,_injury,_age,__congenital _malfunction,

or_other_permanent_or_ta2mporary_incapacity or_ disability,

252655515 without special facilities _or_special__planning
or_desijn_to_utilize public_transportation_facilities_and

sarvices_as_easily_as_persons_who_are_not; and

(6) _Municipality__shall_ _mean__any__village or

Sec. 8. The_Despartment of Roads__shall_ _be_ _the

principal _state__agency_ _responsible__for coordinating
public_transportation_activities_in__the_ _state _and__for
providing__technical __assistance___to improve public
transportation, _The_department_may_contract pursuant__to
the_provisions of_sections 5 _to_15 of this_act_to_ _assist
state_agencies, political_subdivisions, and_other_ _public
and_public-purpose_organizations_in__the _improvement_ _of
public__transportation__and__contract__with__publicly _or

privately-owned_carriers_to_provide public_transportation
sarvices.

Sec. 9. The_dzpartment _shall_have the_following
pavers,_duties, and_responsibilities:

(1) __To__collect__and__maintain__data__on__public

{2) To_assess_the regional _and__statewide _effect
of _changas,_improvement, and _route _abandonments__in__the

state's_public_transportation_system;

(3) To_develop short _and__long-ranje__plans__and
programs_for_public_transportation__in__the _state _on__a

statewide _basis_in__coordina __with_ _local__plans__and
programs__developed
i

municipalities, _counties, and
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5 To__advise consult and __cooperate with
'S &e

ajencies 5f_the state, _the__federal _government,_ _other

states_and_interstate_ajencies,__political_ _subdivisions,

{6) _In__cooperate__with the Public Service
i det of proposed

{7) To__administer__federal__and

_________________________ state__progranms
providing_financial_ assistance_to_public__transportation,
except those_ _federal__and__state__programs__in__which__a

1

ta
La

Sec. 10. The_department_may__receive,_ _contract

purpose_2f carryinyg_out_the_provisions_of_sections__5__to

15_of_ this_act. _Any_contract_between_the_department _and

the federal jovarnmant_ _entered _into__pursuant _to__this
include__all_ _reasonable__and appropriate

program_ad

ns_and_the_awarding of_such_funds
the__Executive_ _Director__of_ _the

Commission_on_Aging.

Sec. 12. Any mupicipality or_county mey__lease,
purchasg,

and operate, _or
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cantract_for _the_ operation__of _public__transportation,
including__special__transportation__for _the_ _elderly_ _or
handicapped,_and_applv_for_and__accept_ _advances,__loans,

of _assistance

eligiblz__operating__costs
system, whether _t

which
not

Sec. 154 Tha of Roads shall
alminister sections_13_t act, _and_issue__such
rules_and_resqulations_pursuant_to_Chapter 84, _article__9
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application__procedures, _and__developing__a

apportioniny_funds_made_available_for_ this_program_should

they_be_insufficient_ _to__cover__all__eligible_ _projects,

except_that fifty per_cant of the_funds_for this__program

shall first be made_available to_fund__eligible_ _projects

5__best
Lcapped
funding

with federal

Sec. 16. Sections_1_to__4__of_ _this__act_ _shall

Sec. 17. Sections 5_to_15__of_ _this__act__shall
become_operative on_July 1, 1975,

Sac. 18. That original section 14-1822.01,
Ravised Statutes Supplement, 1974, and section e
Legislative Bill 875A, Eighty-third Legislature, Second
Sassion, 1974, and als> sections 68-1107, 68-1108, and
68-1109, Revised Statutas Supplament, 1974, are repealed.

Sec. 19. Sincz an emergency exists, this act

shall be in full force and take effact, from and after
its passagje and approval, according to law.
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